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Events 
 
Beers for Books 
When: 3rd September 2011 15:00 - midnight 
Where: Minimum Boulder Club, Bachstrasse 15 in 
Zurich- Wollishofen 
Full article: in this Newsletter entitled ‘Beer for a 
Good Cause‘ 
More Info:switzerland@roomtoread.org 
Links: http://amtfueraufbau.ch/projects/laos 
 
 
John Wood’s Visit  
Save the Date for Room to Read's First 
Fundraising Gala in Zurich with John Wood, 
Founder and Author of “Leaving Microsoft to 
Change the World” 
When: Saturday 12th November 2011 
Where: Restaurant Carlton, Zurich, Switzerland 
Tickets: CHF 250 per person 
More Info & to reserve a table in advance, 
please email:switzerland@roomtoread.org 

 
 

Contacts & Online 
 
Zurich Room to Read Steering Committee  
Carolyn Luond (Chapter Co-Leader) 
Katharina Viana (Chapter Co-Leader) 
Philip Scheier (Co-Chair: Business Development) 
Remi Nakamura  (Co-Chair: Business Development) 
Manjit Sagoo (Chair: IT & Communications)  
Debbie Zingg (Co-Chair: Students Helping Students)  
Katharina Thelen-Lässer (Co-Chair: Students Helping Students)  
 

Websites 
http://www.roomtoread.org/zurich 
www.roomtoread.org  

On Facebook 
Help us get the Room to Read Zurich Facebook group to over 1000 
members before mid-2011: 
Join our FB group: Room to Read Zurich  
Join our Global FB Page: Room to Read Global group  

Q3, 2011 

Bern Grand Prix by Erwan Salembier 
On May 14th, my wife, Nicole and I ran the “Grand Prix of Bern", a 10 
miles race in the beautiful city of Bern. Thanks to the sponsorship of 
families and friends, we were able to raise about 1000 CHF for Room 
to Read. The weather was awful but it was a lot of fun, and despite 
the heavy rain, the running times were very good. - 1:30 for my first 
participation and 1:17 for Nicole, her third participation.  
 

Both Nicole and I would like 
to thank everyone for their 
support and donations to 

Room to Read. 
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Breathe to Give Yoga Benefit by Juli Bailer  
Saturday, July 2nd in Aegerital, was a gorgeous day perfect for 
outdoor activities, yet a group of women, men, and children came 
together for 90 minutes with the shared intention of doing a little good 
for our bodies and minds and doing something meaningful for 
someone else’s. 
 
Our first Zurich Chapter Yoga Benefit raised CHF 1,700 ($2,004) - 
with donations coming from attendees as well as from friends who 
couldn’t come, but wanted to give - enabling seven more girls in Asia 
and Africa to stay in school for another year. 

 
To begin our 
practice, we 
gave thanks for 
the abundance 
in our lives and 
for the 
opportunity to 

help. 
Envisioning a 
world where 
every child can 
go to school, 
we set about 

mindfully 
engaging with 
our breath and 

breathing life into our goal for harmony in our lives and balance on 
this planet. 
 
The law of karma tells us that we reap what we sow and that our 
positive thoughts and actions, such as serving others, are the seeds 
that will bear the fruits of happiness. Perhaps the greatest gift of 
giving is that it opens our hearts - and indeed, everyone listened to 
Carolyn  speak  about  Room  to  Read’s  crucial  work,  hearts  opened 
that morning, and everyone expressed gratitude for the chance to 
give. 
 
I closed the benefit with one of the most beautiful and powerful 
mantras in ancient Sanskrit… 
 
Loka Samasta Sukhino Bhavantu 
 

mailto:switzerland@roomtoread.org
http://amtfueraufbau.ch/projects/laos
mailto:switzerland@roomtoread.org
http://www.roomtoread.org/zurich
http://www.roomtoread.org/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=130117656458
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Room-To-Read-London-Chapter/303400124465#!/roomtoread


 

Send to a friend 
Send this newsletter to someone you think may be interested. 

"May all beings everywhere be happy and free. May the thoughts 
and actions of my own life, contribute in some way, to the 
happiness and freedom for all." 
 
Namaste. 
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Donor Profile: Andaleeb Lilley 
Around the time that Room to 
Read was founded there was 
a popular commercial in the 
United States featuring the 
Energizer Bunny.  Because of 
the Energizer brand batteries, 
the bunny was able  to  “keep 
going  and  going  and  going”.  
Andaleeb Lilley can be 
described as the ultimate 
Energizer Bunny and her 
support of Room to Read 
keeps  going  and  going… 
well, you get the picture! 
 
Andaleeb is an entrepreneur 
who has set up two businesses in Switzerland in the last few years.  
She founded the comedy company, CH-uckles and a booming 
photography enterprise.  She founded both companies with a decision 
to give back and proceeds from each have been donated to various 
charities.  Having learned about Room to Read from her book club, 
Andaleeb immediately asked how she could support us.  She donated 
a photography sitting to the silent auction at our first fundraising event 
in November 2010 and she regularly promotes Room to Read on her 
Facebook and Twitter pages. The sitting was a highly sought after 
item and brought in double the value to Room to Read! 
 
Being the Energizer Bunny, Andaleeb recently set a goal to run a 10k 
(keeping in mind she was not a runner at the time!)  Rather than just 
setting the goal to complete the race, she once again decided to use it 
as an opportunity to raise money for Room to Read.  Because of the 
sponsorships she received for the race, 2 girls will receive 
scholarships to continue their education this year!  When asked why 
she supports Room to Read, Andaleeb said,  “the appeal  to me was 
that I couldn't imagine a life / world where there were no books and 
learning, especially as I see how much my children love reading.  I 
strongly advocate and support girls who would otherwise miss out on 
education - not only do they become life-long learners, which benefits 
them, but the benefits extend to their families and communities.”  

Back to top 

Beers for Books - Zug  
On April 20 in Zug, Beers for Books held its’ first event in Zug at the 
Almodobar.  Organized by Michelle Madden, the event raised over 
650 CHF for Room to Read. Not only was the event attended by 40 
happy beer drinkers but a raffle was organized with amazing items for 
give-away!  2 gift certificates from the Helden Spa (www.helden-
lounge.ch)  were  perfect  Mother’s  Day  gifts,  2  large  Easter  Bunny 
chocolates from Backerei Nussbaumer were also timely and popular 
as were the beautiful flowers Bluemenlaube. Of course, wine is 
always a hit and there were generous donations from Weber Vonesh 
and Room to Read supporter, Ashley Keating. 
 
Thanks to all the attendees, the Almodobar, Michelle and the raffle 
prize donors, more than 650 local language books will be published to 
ensure culturally relevant stories are available to the children 
supported by Room to Read.  The next Beers for Books event is on 
Saturday, September 3, at 3:00pm in Zurich…read below! 
 

Back to top 

 

Power of Ten 
It's a bold statement, but one that research has proven repeatedly and 
unquestionably: Education changes everything! The Room to Read 
Zurich Chapter is committed to sponsoring ten girls who participate in 
the Girls Education Program in school this year. The importance of 
girls’  education  is unquestioned and very important: out of the 796 
million illiterate people in the world today, over 2/3 are women! 
 
 
Katharina Viana, Co-Chapter Leader of the Zurich Chapter hosted a 

https://www.roomtoread.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2frtrtokyo.forwardtomyfriend.com%2fr%2fl%2f2AD73FFF%2fydtjcl%2fl&srcid=17410&srctid=1&erid=645622
http://www.helden-lounge.ch/
http://www.helden-lounge.ch/


party for a group of mothers of primary school children at her home. 
Highlight of the evening was a 
presentation about the impact 
an educated girl will have on 
her family, her community, 
actually on the society in which 
she grows up; an educated girl 
will reinvest 90% back in her 
family because educated 
women are more likely to 
educate their own children, 
creating future generations of 

educated children.  
 
Several Power of Ten events will follow in the coming months and the 
Zurich Chapter is very confident that with this new event format, 
enough funds will be raised to keep the ten girls in school.  
 
Are you interested in organizing your own Power of Ten Event? 
Please contact switzerland@roomtoread.org  
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Beer For a Good Cause - Zurich‘s  First  Beers  for 
Books Family Event 
 
Beers for Books is a great and really simple way to raise money for 
child literacy in developing countries. The idea was born in Tokyo, 
Japan and found its way via Australia and the USA to Switzerland. 
Since February 2009 Beers for Books has funded over 110,000 books 
for kids just by having a good time. 
 
So, how does it work…? At a Beers for Books party, fun people have 
a blast drinking a beer or soft drink, knowing that they are also doing 
some good for others as each drink buys a local language book for 
kids with limited access to educational resources.   
 
On September 3 from 3pm - midnight, the 
Zurich Beers for Books party will take place 
at Minimum Boulder Club on Bachstrasse 
15 in Zurich- Wollishofen. In the afternoon, 
games and boxes full of children books will 
ensure a lot of fun for the little ones. A DJ 
and lots of tasty food will guarantee a great 
party for grown-ups in the evening. The 
event will take place regardless of the 
weather.  
 
All funds raised will be donated to the Room 
to Read Local Language Publishing 
program in Laos. 
http://amtfueraufbau.ch/projects/laos 
 
The Beers for Books party in Zurich is 
organized by Amt für Aufbau, a Zurich based association that raises 
funds for charity projects inside and outside of Switzerland. 
http://amtfueraufbau.ch/ 
 
Come and join the Room to Read Zurich Chapter and Amt für Aufbau 
and have a drink or two for a good cause & learn about the amazing 
work of Room to Read! Sign up is not requested. 
 
Are you interested in organizing your own Beers for Books party? 
Please contact switzerland@roomtoread.org  
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Room to Read aims to reach 10 million children by 2015 

This email was sent by: Room to Read 
111 Sutter Street, 16th Floor San Francisco, CA 94104 USA 

We respect your right to privacy - view our policy 
Don't want to receive invitations from Room to Read? Change your email preferences here 

 

 

mailto:switzerland@roomtoread.org
http://amtfueraufbau.ch/projects/laos
http://amtfueraufbau.ch/
mailto:switzerland@roomtoread.org

